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same forms, of the Colonial Empire. A Colony like Ceylon
has already completed the final stage; some African territories
are obviously only beginning their political career. It must
necessarily be at a distant day, and in a very different world,
when they reach full stature and are able to stand alone,
though even then it is to be hoped they will remain within
the wide ambit and free association of the British Common-
wealth.
In the following chapters a brief descriptive account will
be given of the individual units of the Colonial Empire.
Since there can be no logical order, the divisions must be
arbitrary, but will fall broadly into geographical groups.
First come the Mediterranean Colonies as lying nearest to
the mother country, and being quite different in character
from the others. Proceeding then from west to east, we
shall survey in succession the West Indies, West 'Africa,
East and Central Africa, and other African territories, Ceylon,
Malaya and the East, and finally the island outposts in
various parts of the world. The machinery of government
both in London, with its various ancillary agencies, and in
the Colonies will then be examined and explained, and the
recruitment, training, structure and functions of the Colonial
Service described. After brief reference to Colonial pioneers
and voluntary organizations, a description will be given of
other Colonial systems, and some comparison will be made
between their methods and our own. We shall next briefly
pass in review a variety, though necessarily only a selection,
of current Colonial problems. Finally, some attempt will
be made, certainly not to prophesy, but to indicate possible
trends of development in the foture and the place of Colonies
and Colonial peoples in world aflairs.